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3 October 1853

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, elders Jonker, Labots, Wilterdink, and Broek and deacons
Wilterdink, de Weerd, and Keppel attended the meeting of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church of Holland. Mrs. Schrader brought her charges against Mulder for
some questionable things he said such as wishing there were a tavern where he could
relax. Issues regarding marriage and remarriage were also discussed.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 72-73.
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Meeting held on October 3, 1853
Present were Elders Jonker, Labots, Wilterdink, and Broek; Deacons Wilterdink, de
Weerd, Keppel; and Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1- After the opening prayer by Rev. van Raalte, Mrs. Schrader testified against
Mulder, concerning his alleged irreverence during prayer. He denies this. Mulder
admits to having said that he wished there was a tavern where he could relax and talk
with people. Whereupon, it is called to his attention that such activity is dangerous for
his spiritual direction, etc.
Upon hearing this, Mulder says that he would prefer to postpone the profession of faith;
also, because he now desires to marry Widow Broersma. (Postponement) will avoid the
appearance that his profession is being done at her request. Mulder also asks of the
brethren whether he may marry (Widow Broersma) in a church ceremony. This
question leads to much debate concerning the marriage of those who have not made
profession of faith and become communicant members of the church. Also discussed are
those baptized members of. the congregation who promise to submit themselves to the
government of the church. In addition, the matter of the solemnization of marriages in
the church of those whose husbands have been deceased for less than nine months is
discussed. The latter is debated in the context of the policy which permits those who are
not members of the congregation to marry, even though the husband has been dead for
less than nine months. The dialogue
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however, does not lead to any decision.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Elder Wilterdink

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on October 10, 1853

Present were Elders Labots, Jonker, Wilterdink, Appeldoorn, Broek, and Hekhuis;
Deacons Keppel, Wilterdink, and de Weerd; and Rev. van Raalte

ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte. The minutes
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — The president brings up the request of Widow Broersma, who wishes to be
married to K. Mulder in a church ceremony. Much time is spent in a comprehensive
discussion concerning the remarriage of widows before nine months (of widowhood).
The result was: although all of the brothers dislike this indelicate haste to be married,
taking into consideration the offense which is likely to occur by postponing the marriage,
it is the judgment of classis that rejection of such marriages cannot be consistently
maintained. This is also in harmony with the decision of two Dutch synods, where
widows are required to wait for 4-1/2
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